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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-7 and 11-13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Double Patenting 

2. Applicant is advised that should claims 5 and 12 be found allowable, claims 6 
and 13 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that 
they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after 
allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed 
claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Shimizu et al U.S. Patent Application 2002/0162111 in view of Buddhikot et al US 
Patent 7,085,843 (hereafter referenced as Shimizu and Buddhikot). 

Regarding claim 3, Shimizu teaches a data communication system, transmitting 
device, and communication terminal, which reads on "An information processing 
apparatus comprising: receiving means for receiving a content from another information 
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processing apparatus; detection means for detecting a tile being displayed in the 
content wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile : holding means 
for holding information of the tile detected by the detection means; and transmission 
means for transmitting the information of the tile held by the holding means to the 
another information processing apparatus", in addition Shimizu discloses a receiving 
unit to receive information from the transmission devise, which reads on "receiving 
means for receiving a content from another information processing apparatus" (claim 2, 
lines 5-6), in addition Shimizu discloses a reading unit for reading out image data stored 
in first and second storage, which reads on "detection means for detecting a tile being 
displayed in the content" (claim 2, lines 11-12). Shimizu does not disclose wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile . Buddhikot in column 11, 6-10 
discloses a cache method which ranks clips according to the popularity of the clip, 
which reads on " wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile ". 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Shimizu as taught by Buddhikot in order to create more 
storage for highly requested clips. In addition Shimizu discloses a first and second 
storage for storing first and second data respectively, which reads on "holding means 
for holding information of the tile detected by the detection means" (claim 2, lines 7-10), 
in addition Shimizu disclose a transmitting device to transmit data to the receiving 
device, which reads on "and transmission means for transmitting the information of the 
tile held by the holding means to the another information processing apparatus" (claim 
2. lines 3-6). 
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Regarding claim 4, Shimizu, and Buddhikot demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to claim 3, and further discloses the system that performs the steps as in claim 
4, therefore, claim 4 is similarly rejected as claim 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5, and 6-13, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shimizu in view of Fujiwara US Patent 6,992,788 and further in view 
of Buddhikot (hereinafter Buddhikot). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimizu teaches a data communication system, transmitting 
device, and communication terminal, which reads on "An information processing system 
comprising: a first information processing apparatus for receiving a first content; and a 
second information processing apparatus for transmitting the first content to the first 
information processing apparatus; the first information processing apparatus 
comprising, receiving means for receiving the first content from the second information 
processing apparatus, and the second information processing apparatus comprising, 
first acquisition means for acquiring the first content, second acquisition means for 
acquiring a second content, synthesis means for combining the second content with the 
first content in units of tiles wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each 
tile , and second transmission means for transmitting a resultant content obtained by 
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combining the second content with the first content by the synthesis means, to the first 
information processing apparatus", in addition Shimizu discloses a data receiving unit 
for receiving the first data transmitted from the transmitting device, which reads on "a 
first information processing apparatus for receiving a first content" (claim 1, lines 16-17), 
in addition Shimizu teaches a transmitting unit for transmitting the first data to the 
receiving unit, which reads on "a second information processing apparatus for 
transmitting the first content to the first information processing apparatus" (claim 1, lines 
11-12), in addition Shimizu discloses a communication terminal (figure 10, item 2) which 
consists of a data receiving means(21 ) to receive the first data from the transmitting unit 
(figure 10, item 1 1 ), which reads on "receiving means for receiving the first content from 
the second information processing apparatus" (figure 10), in addition Shimizu discloses 
a selection means to select the first data content in response to request for 
transmission, which reads on "first acquisition means for acquiring the first content" 
(claim 1, lines 8-10), in addition Shimizu discloses a control unit (12) that extracts data 
from memory content, which reads on "second acquisition means for acquiring a second 
content" (page 2, section 0028), however, Shimizu failed to disclose a synthesis means 
for combining the first content with the second content in units of tiles but Fujiwara 
teaches a combiner means for combining compressed scaled picture data from several 
nodes of a video transmission, which reads on "synthesis means for combining the 
second content with the first content in units of tiles" (column 8, lines 37-39) and is 
exhibited in figure 3. Therefore, the examiner maintains that it would have been 
obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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Shimizu by specifically providing a synthesis means as taught by Fujiwara for the 
purpose of reducing transmission delays as well as conserving bandwidth. Shimizu and 
Fujiwara do not disclose wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile . 
Buddhikot in column 11, 6-10 discloses a cache method which ranks clips according to 
the popularity of the clip, which reads on " wherein a ranking and popularity are 
associated with each tile ". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Shimizu as taught by Buddhikot 
in order to create more storage for highly requested clips. Furthermore, Shimizu 
discloses a transmitting means that transmits the first and second data to the receiver 
device, which reads on "and second transmission means for transmitting a resultant 
content obtained by combining the second content with the first content by the synthesis 
means, to the first information processing apparatus" (claim 1 , lines 11-12). 

Regarding claim 2, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot demonstrated all the 
elements as applied to claim 1, and further disclose the system that performs the 
methods as in claim 2; therefore, claim 2 is similarly rejected as claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, Shimizu, and Buddhikot demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to claim 3 the examiner therefore maintains that computer program in claim 5 is 
an obvious variation of the method of claim 3 because it was well known in the art by 
the time the invention was made to write computer programs to control machines. 
Hence claim 5 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 3. 

Regarding claim 6, Shimizu, and Buddhikot demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to claim 3 the examiner therefore maintains that computer program in claim 6 is 
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an obvious variation of the method of claim 3 because it was well known in the art by 
the time the invention was made to write computer programs to control machines. 
Hence claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 3. 

Regarding clam 7, Shimizu teaches a data communication system, transmitting 
device, and communication terminal, which reads "An information processing apparatus 
comprising: first acquisition means for acquiring a first content; second acquisition 
means for acquiring a second content; synthesis means for combining the second 
content with the first content in units of tiles wherein a ranking and popularity are 
associated with each tile ; and transmission means for transmitting a resultant content 
obtained by combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles by the 
synthesis means, to another information processing apparatus", in addition Shimizu 
discloses a selection to means to select the first data content in response to request for 
transmission, which reads on "first acquisition means for acquiring the first content" 
(claim 1, lines 8-10), in addition Shimizu discloses a control unit (12) that extracts data 
from memory content, which reads on ", second acquisition means for acquiring a 
second content" (page 2, section 0028), however, Shimizu failed to disclose a synthesis 
means for combining the first content with the second content in units of tiles but 
Fujiwara teaches a combiner means for combining compressed scaled picture data 
from several nodes of a video transmission, which reads on "synthesis means for 
combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles" (column 8, lines 37- 
39) and is exhibited in figure 3. Therefore, the examiner maintains that it would have 
been obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Shimizu by specifically providing a synthesis means as taught by Fujiwara for 
the purpose of shortening transmission delays. Shimizu and Fujiwara do not disclose 
wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile . Buddhikot in column 1 1 , 
6-10 discloses a cache method which ranks clips according to the popularity of the clip, 
which reads on " wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile ". 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Shimizu as taught by Buddhikot in order to create more 
storage for highly requested clips. Furthermore, Shimizu discloses a transmitting means 
that transmits the first and second data to the receiver device, which reads on "and 
second transmission means for transmitting a resultant content obtained by combining 
the second content with the first content by the synthesis means, to the first information 
processing apparatus" (claim 1, lines 11-12). 

Regarding claim 8, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot discloses everything as above 
(see claim 7). In addition Shimizu discloses a display indicating that the second data is 
being displayed, which reads on "receiving means for receiving information of a tile 
being displayed by the another information processing apparatus, from the another 
information processing apparatus" (claim 21, lines 3-4), in addition Shimizu discloses a 
selection means for selecting whether the second data can be read or not, which reads 
on "selection means for selecting the second content to be combined with the first 
content, according to the information of the tile, received by the receiving means" (claim 
11), however, Shimizu failed to disclose a synthesis means for combining the first 
content with the second content but Fujiwara teaches a combiner means for combining 
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compressed scaled picture data from several nodes of a video transmission, which 
reads on "wherein the synthesis means combines the second content selected by the 
selection means with the first content" (column 8, lines 37-39) and is exhibited in figure 
3. Therefore, the examiner maintains that it would have been obvious for one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Shimizu by 
specifically providing a synthesis means as taught by Fujiwara for the purpose of 
shortening transmission delays. 

Regarding claim 9, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot discloses everything as 
above (see claim 8). In addition Shimizu discloses a data storage for storing first and 
second data, which reads on "further comprising holding means for holding information 
of a specific tile specified in advance among tiles" (claim 2, lines 7-10), however, 
Shimizu failed to disclose a synthesis means for combining the first content with the 
second content but Fujiwara teaches a combiner means for combining compressed 
scaled picture data from several nodes of a video transmission, which reads on "where 
in the synthesis means replaces a part of the first content, corresponding to the specific 
tile with the second content" (column 8, lines 37-39) and is exhibited in figure 3. 
Therefore, the examiner maintains that it would have been obvious for one with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Shimizu by specifically 
providing a synthesis means as taught by Fujiwara for the purpose of shortening 
transmission delays. 

Regarding claim 10, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot discloses everything as 
above (see claim 9). In addition Shimizu discloses a control unit for performing control 
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such that the reading or detection unit reads out data from first or second storage on the 
level or amount of first data available in first storage, which reads on " further 
comprising calculating means for calculating the popularity of the specific tile according 
to the information of the tile" (claim 13, lines 16-19), in addition Shimizu discloses a 
selection unit for selecting whether the second data content can be read or not, which 
reads on" wherein the selection means selects the second content according to the 
popularity" (claim 11, lines 3-4). 

Regarding claim 11, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot demonstrated all the 
elements as applied to claim 1, and further disclose the system that performs the 
method as in claim Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot 11, therefore, claim 11 is similarly 
rejected as claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 12, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot demonstrated all the 
elements as applied to claim 7 the examiner therefore maintains that computer program 
on storage medium (software) in claim 12 is an obvious variation of the method 
performed by the apparatus of claim 7 because it was well known in the art by the time 
the invention was made to write computer programs to control machine processes. 
Hence claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7. 

Regarding claim 13, Shimizu, Fujiwara and Buddhikot demonstrated all the 
elements as applied to claim 7 the examiner therefore maintains that computer program 
on storage medium (software) in claim 13 is an obvious variation of the method 
performed by the apparatus of claim 7 because it was well known in the art by the time 
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the invention was made to write computer programs to control machine processes. 
Hence claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY BANTAMOI whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3581 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272 7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anthony Bantamoi 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 
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